
To. 

No.DM/30/2026-DM 
Government of India 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
Kartavya Bhawan-2, New Delhi-110001 

ADVISORY 

Publishers of Online Curated Content 

2. 

Date:24 August, 2026 

Subject: Display of Warning relating to the Harmful Effects of Drug Abuse on 0TT 
Platforms – reg. 

The abuse of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and other intoxicants poses a 
serious threat to public health, particularly among young persons, and has adverse social, 
economic and behavioural consequences. Platforms of the publishers of online curated 
content (OTT platforms), being a widely popular digital medium of entertainment, play an 
important role in promoting awareness regarding the harmful effects of drug abuse and 
reinforcing responsible social messaging among viewers. 

Attention is invited to the Code of Ethics for OTT Platforms under the provisions of 
the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 
2021, which states that a publisher shall not transmit or publish or exhibit any content which 
is prohibited under any law for the time being in force or has been prohibited by any court of 
competent jurisdiction. Part Il of the Schedule to the Code of Ethics provide for issue related 
guidelines related to display of psychotropic substances in the content of OTT platforms. 

3 In this regard, the Ministry, vide Advisory dated 26.11.2024 (copy enclosed), advised 
OTT platforms to exercise due diligence in content depicting narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances, ensure adherence to the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act 
(NDPS), 1985, and ensure proper content classification, warnings, and disclaimers for any 
content that contains depictions of drug use, highlighting the harmful consequences of such 
behaviour. The platforms were also advised to consider incorporating public health messages 
and disclaimers for educating viewers on the dangers of drug abuse. 
4 In continuation with the above Advisory, and with a view to promoting public 
awareness regarding the harmful effects of drug abuse, OTT Platforms are advised to display 
the following warning during scenes depicting consumption/use of narcotic drugs in a clear, 
legible and prominent manner: 

"Ilicit Narcotics Destroy Health and Guarantees Imprisonment. Say No to Drugs" 
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5. The warning shall be displayed in a manner (font, colour, size, etc.) that is easily 
readable by viewvers, and for a duration sufficient to ensure its effective visibility and 
communication. 
6. All OTT Platforms are requested to take necessary steps to ensure compliance with 
the above Advisory for all content published/released on the platform on or after the date of 
issue of advisory, and to contribute towards the larger objective of promoting awareness 
regarding the harmful effects of drug abuse. 

7. This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority. 

Copy to: 

Yours faithfully, 

(Kshitij Aggarwal) 
Deputy Director (Digital Media) 
Email: kshitij.aggarwal@gov.in 

1. Self-Regulatory Bodies of OTT platforms under the Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. 
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